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PETROL PRICES — PERTH 
Statement by Minister for Commerce  

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Minister for Commerce) [12.15 pm]: Western Australian motorists will have 
noticed a recent increase in fuel prices after a period of relative affordability, which saw the metropolitan regular 
unleaded daily average price drop to as low as 113.6 cents a litre in early January. Since then, bowser prices have 
been on the rise and the average regular unleaded petrol price in Perth last week was 150.9¢ a litre, with prices 
over 160¢ a litre on Tuesday, 30 April.   
Over the last three months, the Singapore benchmark, which drives Australian fuel prices, increased by about 
40 per cent after the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries continued a pact with Russia and other 
non-OPEC countries to restrict oil production and, therefore, supply. The expiry on 2 May 2019 of exemptions 
from US sanctions for importing Iranian oil, and the ongoing political turmoil in Venezuela, have also contributed 
to a higher benchmark. 
The state government cannot control local prices in the face of global economic forces but it can help 
Western Australian motorists get a better deal via the FuelWatch website, hosted by the Consumer Protection 
Division of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. FuelWatch, the first fuel price monitoring 
program of its kind in the world, advertises the following day’s bowser prices, which retailers must stick to, and 
tracks the cheapest locations. On any given day in Perth, the difference between the most expensive and cheapest 
petrol is up to 25¢ a litre. Thirty seconds spent on FuelWatch can save motorists $15 when filling a 60-litre tank. 
As has been identified by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, Coles Express routinely sells 
the most expensive fuel in the Perth metropolitan area. In April, Coles Express sold fuel on average 9.2¢ a litre 
dearer than the cheapest brand, United, while in March the disparity was on average 13.6¢ a litre between the same 
retailers. The weekly Perth fuel cycle set by the major retailers infuriates motorists for its sharp spike from the 
cheapest day, Monday, to the most expensive day, Tuesday. 
However, the frequency of the cycle provides Perth motorists the opportunity to refill on only the cheap days, 
unlike in the eastern states where the price cycle is much longer. Although this current cycle has existed for some 
time, motorists should keep abreast of prices via FuelWatch as the usual cycle may change or individual locations 
may make special offers. Fuel prices between and within each brand vary significantly day by day, so it is important 
that motorists are not loyal to a particular brand but rather seek out the cheapest station every time before filling 
up. FuelWatch will continue to monitor the Western Australian fuel market closely to bring consumers the most 
up-to-date and useful information, while enforcing retailers’ obligations under the Petroleum Products Pricing Act 1983. 
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